On Sunday October 11, First Parish Unitarian Universaist Church will be joined by leaders from Om Temple & Omni Faith Center in Billerica, Satsang Center in Woburn, and South Asian Center in Boston, in an intergenerational and interfaith celebration of Divali. The worship service and pooja at 11 AM will be followed by an Indian feast with Indian folk dancing. All ages and faiths are welcome to attend. Childcare for the very young will be provided.
 
Divali is a traditional Hindu celebration of the end of one year and the beginning of the next. Divali reminds us to wake up from the slumber of ignorance and light the lamp of wisdom, goodness and God-consciousness in ourselves. We bless the tools of our work, closing accounts from the past year; removing anger, hate, and jealousy from our lives; and asking for prosperity in the coming year. 
 
Bring something Symbolic, a tool, that represents your work, for the blessing ceremony. For those in school, the tool might be a textbook. For those who work with their hands, whatever tool you regularly use  For those in business, perhaps an account book, brochure or business card. Or you could bring a computer disk, flash drive, or even your laptop. 
Divali worship is for Goddess Lakskmi, the God’s or OM’s manifestation in the symbolic form of the Power of Wealth and success, may come and reside with , for their Peace and Prosperity.
 
First Parish Church is located at 7 Concord Road, across the Billerica Town Common from 3A. Look for the tall white steeple. For more information, please call the church at 978-663-2293.

ORDER of SERVICE - First Parish:
ORDER OF SERVICE 

FIRST PARISH CHURCH IN BILLERICA

October 11, 2009

Worship Leaders:  Rev. Dr. Dorothy Emerson, Tej Tanden, Sudhir Parikh, Subhash Sehgal
Worship Assistant: Jeanne Landers

Choir Director: Martha Drost 
PRELUDE





William Chaff, Organist

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CENTERING MUSIC
“No Matter If You Live Far or Near” (181)

OPENING WORDS
“Look to This Day” 


words by Kalidasa


CHALICE LIGHTING


words by Marjorie Montgomery

Life is a gift for which we are grateful.

We gather in community to celebrate the glories

And the mysteries of this great gift.

LIGHTING THE DEEYA




Tej Tanden

HYMN*
#148 “Let Freedom Span both East and West”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH*


Love is the doctrine of this church. The quest of truth is its


sacrament, and service is its prayer. To dwell together in peace;


to seek knowledge in freedom, to serve humanity in fellowship,


to the end that all souls shall grow into harmony with the

            Divine.  Thus do we covenant with each other and with God.

CANDLES OF JOY AND CONCERN

(In celebration of Divali, you are also invited to light a candle for a wish you have for yourself in the year ahead.)

TIME FOR ALL AGES
“Story of Divali”

Sudhir Parikh

MUSICAL INTERLUDE
“Raghupati”


William Chaff, piano

RESPONSIVE READING
#611 “Braham”

PRAYER AND MEDITATION



Rev. Emerson

HYMN*  
#1008 “When Our Heart is in a Holy Place” (see insert)

DIVALI CEREMONY (POOJA)



Subhash Sehgal


OFFERING
“No Matter If You Live Far or Near”
     Sutta Nopata/Old Indian Song



DOXOLOGY* 
  From all that dwell below the skies



  Let songs of love and faith arise



  Let peace, goodwill on earth be sung



  Through every land, by every tongue
EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE*

words by Elizabeth Selle Jones

We extinguish this flame / but not the light of truth

the warmth of community / or the fire of commitment.

These we carry in our hearts / until we are together again.

HYMN*  

“Aarati” (see insert)

(The church has a tradition of facing outward during the last hymn as a sign of going forth to live our religion.)

BENEDICTION*
“Let There Be Peace” 

words from Atharva Veda, 400 BCE

POSTLUDE

*Please stand in body or spirit.
Please join us for dancing, refreshments and conversation downstairs immediately after the service.

THANKS to Prem Tanden for providing Indian food for the celebration following the service.

CELEBRATION OF DIVALI 

First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church, Billerica

October 11, 11 AM--“Celebration of Divali,” Rev. Dr. Dorothy Emerson and Tej Tanden

Divali reminds us to wake up from the slumber of ignorance and light the lamp of wisdom, goodness and God-consciousness in ourselves. We bless the tools of our work, closing accounts from the past year; removing anger, hate, and jealousy from our lives; and asking for prosperity in the coming year.
-----------------------------------------------

The Om Temple / Omnifaith Center, Satsang Temple of Woburn, Subhash Saigal - an Eminent Havan Ceremony Performer, are helping as facilitators with their services to Rev. DOROTHY EMERSON, FIRST PARISH UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, Located at 7 Concord Rd, Billerica, PH: 987 663 2293, to perform and celebrate the Divali-function/Ceremony (Indian Festival of Lights), in universal Indian Tradition at the UUA Church.

Participants may bring any symbolic tool of their trade (Ledger, Brochure, File, Hammer etc) to be blessed for their business, so that Lakskmi, the Creator's manifestation, in the symbolic form of the Power of Wealth and success, may come and reside with them, for their Prosperity and Peace.


There will be quite a wide variety of Indian Foods available for Lunch, prepared by many authentic Indian households, which have agreed to help Dorothy in her, as I see it, "faaaaar sighted approach to INTER FAITH, the tradition of her faith". On Dorothy's behalf I am authorised to state that All GLILA members and their parishes are welcome to enjoy this unique experience, under the Unbrella of the One Creator of all.

There will be free Henna carvings on the hands available to those who come early. There will be authentic Divali folk dance in which all can participate, with sticks and hands, called Garbha. An opportunity to learn somethings new.

